
DISTRICT NEWS

SOUTH DAKOTA MARCH 2018  /  1

  /
  M

A
R

C
H

 2
0

1
8

SOUTH DAKOTA

It is easy to lose 
the joy of worship. 
You walk into the 

church on a Sunday 
morning and see or 
experience something 
you don’t like. That 
something can ruin all 
the other parts of the 
worship experience that you do like. It’s 
like finding a hair in your soup.

That one negative thing is different 
for each person. It can be a hymn, the 
children’s message, greeting others who 
are in worship with you, the pastor’s 
vestments or kneeling. The list goes on.

But what do you do when you encounter 
a hymn you don’t like, or an order of ser-
vice that doesn’t resonate with you or a 
worship practice — such as kneeling for 
the confession of sins — that you don’t 
like or can’t even do?

The Old Testament people had some-
thing called a peace offering, offered 
on high holy days and special occasions 
(Leviticus 3, 7:11-36). Only part of it was 
burned as an offering to God. The rest 
was eaten by the priests and their fam-
ilies. Peace offerings were an acknowl-
edgment of God’s grace toward His 
people, a foreshadowing of the peace we 
have with God because of the sacrifice of 

His dear Son for us. The peace offering 
was an arrangement by God so His 
people could see their fellowship with 
others as a part of their fellowship with 
Him.

Why not give a New Testament peace 
and fellowship offering to your fellow 
worshipers when you might not like 
something about the worship service; 
for example, a particular hymn? Let 
the hymn remind you that the Divine 
Service is not just for you, it is for others 
also. The time of worship is a time of 
fellowship between sisters and brothers 
in Christ, who are called to love one an-
other and to be at peace with each other.

Can you not, therefore, offer that hymn 
you don’t like to your fellow worship-
ers as a kind of peace and fellowship 
offering?

▶  Offer it to the other person who does 
happen to like that hymn.

▶  Offer it as an acknowledgment that 
God doesn’t mandate how we worship.

▶  Offer it as an acknowledgment that 
a congregation with several hundred 
or several dozen members has myriad 
tastes when it comes to music and 
other aspects of public worship. 

▶  Offer it as an acknowledgment that 
God likes our joyful, faithful response 
to His Word.

▶  Offer it as an acknowledgment that a 
hymn that is new might be unfamiliar 
and challenging, but that all hymns 
were once new — from the hymn 
“Christ is Arisen” (LSB 459, the tune 

See MESSAGE, page 2

Joy in  
corporate 
worship

We may have different tastes, but we’re still 
one body — in fellowship with each other

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 
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of which was written around 
1100), to the song “Lamb of 
God” (LSB 550, written by 
Twila Paris and copyrighted 
in 1985).

▶  Offer it as an acknowledg-
ment that God gives gifts to 
people of all times and places 
to express the Christian faith 
through texts and tunes 
of hymns and songs. J.S. 
Bach was good, and so are 
Paris and Stephen Starke, 
whose musical offerings are 
featured for the first time in 
Lutheran Service Book, the 
Synod hymnal.

You will find two personal ben-
efits from giving this sort of 
offering in the worship service. 
You will:
▶  be able to enjoy and benefit 

from the rest of the service. 
You will have removed the 
hair from your soup. The 
negative feeling that can ruin 

The Rev. Adam Welton was installed as 
pastor of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Wentworth, on Saturday, Jan. 6. Adam’s 
brother-in-law, the Rev. Jeffrey Warner, 
pastor of Immanuel, Laurel, Neb., was 
the preacher for the service, while the 
Rev. Dwaine Doremus was liturgist, and 
the Rev. Scott Sailer, district president, 
was the officiant for the Rite of Instal-
lation. Adam and his wife, Kayla, have 
three children: Dietrich, Lorelei and 
Thatcher.

The members of St. Peter’s thank the 
Lord of the Church for answering the 
prayers of His people — and granting 
them a new under-shepherd of the 
Good Shepherd and steward of God’s 
precious Word and Sacraments.  
Welton succeeds Doremus, who retired 
on Nov. 30.

From left, (front row), Revs. Matthew Wurm, Warner, Welton, Sailer, Doremus; (back row) 
Peter Kurowski,  Terry Makelin, Ryan Janke and David Knefelkamp.

New pastor welcomed in Wentworth

the rest of worship will be 
gone; and,

▶  grow in your understanding 
of the fellowship aspect of 
worship. You need fellow-
ship with God, but also with 
God’s people. As brothers 
and sisters in Christ, we 
receive His grace in the 
Divine Service together. All 
of us, together, give Him our 
thanks and praise. We might 
do so with a hymn you don’t 
particularly like. But you 
take a deep breath and sing 
it anyway, as a part of your 
praise to God and a kind of 
fellowship offering to Him 
for your fellow worshipers 
who do like the hymn. They 
are likely making similar 
fellowship offerings to God 
for you.

And you and your brothers 
and sisters in Christ will see a 
corporate benefit in the Body 
of Christ: the congregation 
will be all the more aglow with 
God’s peace and the warmth of 
Christian fellowship.

A one-hour version of “Martin 
Luther: The Idea that Changed the 
World” is now available for stream-
ing on Netflix (netflix.com), and will 
be offered for two years. 

“We worked hard to retain the theo-
logical core of the film in the Netflix 
edition,” said Mike Trinklein, the 
film’s producer.

“Netflix is very selective, adding just 
50 new programs in January,” he 
noted. “ ‘Martin Luther’ is one of just 
two documentaries to be added.”

Funded by Thrivent Financial, 
the film dramatizes the events 
that shaped Luther and examines 
the questions he wrestled with. 
Included are insights and commen-
tary from LCMS theologians and 
historians.

Because Netflix “watches viewership 
levels closely ... if ‘Martin Luther’ 
does well, it could lead to similarly 
themed productions going forward,” 
Trinklein said. The streaming ser-
vice also reaches audiences world-
wide, providing programs with 
subtitles in a range of languages. 

Shortened Luther movie now on Netflix

A DVD of the full 
version is available 
for $17.92 from 
amazon.com and 
$19.99 from shop.
pbs.org. Shipping 
charges may apply.

Also available 
is a six-week 
Bible-study 
package with 
discussion topics, 
handouts, related 
readings and leader 
guides — as well 
as a DVD of the 
original full-length 
film — for $75 from 
NewLutherMovie.
com.
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.

com
or  
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the May issue is 
March 15.

Please send photos with a minimum 
resolution of 300 dpi. Digital submis-
sions are preferred. 

Call  
Information

ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Joshua Baumann, associ-

ate pastor, Faith, Pierre, accepted the 
call of associate pastor from St. Paul, 
Stevens Point, Wis., Jan. 14.

▶  The Rev. Dwaine Doremus, emeri-
tus, Wentworth, accepted a call as 
pastor from Bethesda/First English, 
Marion/Parker, Jan. 27.

DECLINED
▶  The Rev. Jonathan Rathjen, Trinity, 

Auburn, Neb., declined the call as 
senior pastor from Mount Calvary, 
Huron, Jan. 24.

▶  The Rev. Joshua Baumann, associ-
ate pastor, Faith, Pierre, declined the 
call of associate pastor from Holy 
Cross, Kearney, Neb., Jan. 14.

▶  The Rev. Brad Birtell, St. John, 
Columbus, Neb., declined the call of 
associate pastor from Memorial, 
Sioux Falls, Dec. 6.

▶  The Rev. Levi Willms, Bethany, 
Kaukauna, Wis., declined the call of 
associate pastor from Zion, Rapid 
City, Dec. 21.

▶  The Rev. Elden Kohn, Zion, Macon, 
Mo., declined a call as pastor from 
Zion, Rapid City, Jan. 28.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Marcel Kohlmeyer, St. 

Peter/St. Paul, Orchard/Venus, Neb., 
received a call as pastor from Our 
Savior/St. John, Aberdeen/Colum-
bia, Jan. 14.

▶  The Rev. Clint Thorson, Tree of Life, 
Garland, Texas, received a call as 
pastor from Our Savior/St. John, 
Madison/Howard, Jan. 7.

RETIRED
▶  The Rev. Dwaine Doremus, St. 

Peter, Wentworth, Nov. 30.

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen/Columbia, Our Savior/ 

St. John
▶  Alcester, Peace
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate pastor)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Madison/Howard, Our Savior/St. 

John
▶  Milbank, Emanuel
▶  Plankinton/White Lake, St. Paul/

Trinity
▶  Presho/Reliance, /Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid Zion (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (assistant pastor)

At a special service on Sunday Jan. 7, 
Zion, Delmont, and Emmaus, Tripp, 
welcomed the Rev. Brian S. Lemcke as 
their new pastor. The Rev. Scott Sailer, 
district president, was the presiding 
minister and conducted the installa-
tion. The Rev. Nabil Nour, LCMS third 
vice-president and pastor of Trini-
ty, Hartford, delivered the message, 
“Preach Because...,” based on Rom. 
10:14-17.

Lemcke was born and raised in west-
ern Minnesota. He graduated from the 
University of Minnesota in 1988 and en-
tered Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., graduating in 2003. 
He has served congregations in central 
South Dakota for nine years and north-

west Missouri for almost seven years. He and his wife, 
Michelle, have five children and three grandchildren.

The Lemckes are pleased to occupy the new parson-
age in Delmont. His installation caps off a bless-
ing-filled several months for the parish, which also 
celebrated the dedication of Zion’s new church last 
August.

Dual parish has 
new pastor

From left, (front row) Revs. 
Ryan Loeslie, Sailer, Lem-
cke, Nour, Mark Mischnick; 
(back row) Jens Jenson, 
Ken Soyk, Don McKillop, L. 
Scott Spiehs, Dan Grimmer, 
Thomas Brown and Marcus 
Ring.
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God’s gift of love
We are a couple 
of weeks into the 
Lenten season 
now. I thought it 
was really neat 
how Ash Wednes-
day fell on Val-
entine’s Day this 
year. What a great 
gift — better than 
roses or jewelry! 

While having the 
service of ashes, thinking of the gift we 
receive in the depth of love that Jesus 
showed to us when He went to the cross 
to pay the price for our sins — it is that 
kind of love that is impossible for us to 
totally understand.

At the end of this month will be Holy 
Week, a time for us to focus intimate-
ly on God’s gift to us and all He went 
through to give that gift. I can catch 
myself complaining about a toe that 
hurts or my aching back, someone 
doing something that hurt my feelings, 
someone driving too slow or cutting in 
front of me — the list could go on and 
on. All the things that I might consider 
suffering is nothing compared to what 
Jesus went through for me — and you! 

Thank you, Lord, for your gift of love 
you showed to us on the cross. Help me 
to be your workmanship and show your 
love to others in my words and actions. 
Amen.

I pray that you are being fed by the 
Word. I pray that you are finding ways 
to serve. If you are looking for ideas to 
help in these areas, go to lwml.org. At 
the top, go to “The Word,” where you 
will find Bible study and service ideas 
from the drop-down menu. Remember 
to use the Prayer Service, go to your 
zone’s spring retreat or rally, and plan 
to be fed and to serve at our district 
convention June 1-2 at the Sioux Falls 
Convention Center.

In all that we say and do, let us give 
God honor and glory!

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

For by 
grace you have 
been saved 
through faith. 
And this is not 
your own doing; 
it is the gift of 
God, not a result 
of works, so 
that no one may 
boast. For we are 
his workmanship, 
created in Christ 
Jesus for good 
works, which 
God prepared 
beforehand, that 
we should walk 
in them. 
— Eph. 2:8-10

➢ June 1-2, 2018

➢  Sioux Falls Convention Center

➢  Theme: “Sharing God’s Love from  
Generation to Generation”

➢  Scripture Verse: “For the Lord is good; his steadfast love 
endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”  
Ps. 100:5

➢ Keynote Speaker: Linda Reiser

➢  Registration forms will be available in the April HiLites and in 
the call letter that will be sent out by email.

LWML South Dakota 
District Convention

Invite younger women!
As the 2018 LWML South Dakota District Convention 
approaches (see above), please think of inviting the 
younger women in your LWML societies. 

The theme for this year’s convention is “Sharing God’s 
Love From Generation to Generation,” so this is the per-
fect year to encourage the young women (35 years old or 
younger) in your church to join us. Please also consider 
paying their way as an added encouragement. 

Grandmas bring your granddaughters, mothers bring 
your daughters, and daughters bring your friends! Any 
and all relations are welcome. Just be sure your guests 
mark “Young woman or teen” on their registration 
forms. We hope to see you there!
Josie Lorang
Committee on Young Women chairman

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage each 
of you to continue giving your mites. 

Along with the 11 mission grant recipients chosen at the 
2016 convention, the LWML South Dakota District has 
ongoing grants. These include the Puppet Place at the 
state fair, Today’s Light subscriptions for inmates at the 
women’s prison in Pierre and the South Dakota District 
Student Endowment Fund. A portion of our mites also 
goes to help fund the national LWML grants. 

You can find more information about the LWML grants 
at lwml.org/mission-grants. Please continue to pray 
for all our mission grants as they are used to spread the 
Good News of our Lord. The South Dakota deadline for 
mites for the 2016-18 biennium is March 31.

Ann Cruse
LWML South Dakota District vice-president of Gospel Outreach

Mighty Mites are needed
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

When watching 
movies like “The 
Nutty Professor,” 
in which animals 
talk, or “Honey, I 
Shrunk the Kids,” 
in which the 
family is reduced 
to the size of ants, 
we partake in 
something called 
the suspension 
of disbelief. We 
realize that for an 
hour and a half 
of our lives, we’ll have to put aside the 
thought that what we are seeing doesn’t 
really take place in our reality. 

How do we reconcile the supernatural 
miracle episodes in Scripture with what 
we know to be true in our reality? How 
can someone be swallowed by a big fish 
and survive to tell about it? How could a 
snake possibly talk? 

The walls of a fortified city couldn’t 
possibly come down from the vibra-
tions of marching, voices and musical 
instruments! How could a man come 
back to life after having been crucified 

and buried for three days? Eat my flesh, 
drink my blood?

What to make of all of these miraculous 
and unexplainable events? Some say 
that the Bible is full of fairy tales, and to 
top it all off, they say Christians worship 
some mythical “God” that doesn’t exist. 
Perhaps you, too, have known someone 
who doubts the authority and inspira-
tion of Scripture, and questions the God 
of heaven and earth who created it all.

The truth is Christians know full well 
the joys of faith and the hope of a con-
fidence that is rooted in something so 
much greater than ourselves. We don’t 
have all the answers, but we do have a 
trust that isn’t destroyed. Jesus said to 
His followers in Luke 17:6:

“If you had faith like a grain of 
mustard seed, you could say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea.’ ”

Our trust is in Jesus, who did miracu-
lous things. No matter how small the 
faith, the trust in Christ is BIG!

It’s certainly not the suspension of 
disbelief. If anything, it takes belief to 
go against what our head says is logical 

and possible. “Your ways are higher than 
my ways” the prophet Isaiah says. God is 
big! God’s ways are beyond us. 

Faith in Jesus is a big thing. Faith is 
“being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see.” One-hun-
dred percent proof requires zero percent 
faith! To discredit God’s Word because 
it doesn’t make logical sense in our 
minds, or because we can’t prove it, 
is to walk away from a God who does 
ordain things that we don’t understand, 
who does allow things to happen that 
don’t make sense to us, who does keep 
silent when we think He should speak, 
who does use the unbelievable to make 
believers. 

It can be a frightful thing to try and peer 
behind the mask of the hidden God. 
We will never fully know God in all His 
ways, but what we do know is His love 
for us through His Son — Jesus, the 
Christ.

Lent is a season marked with ponder-
ing and reflection about the God who 
punishes sin and who, without Jesus, 
is downright frightening. During the 
season of Lent, we acknowledge our sin-
fulness before our holy God and all the 
ways in which we cast doubt upon His 
Word in our lives. We know that “Dust 
we are and to dust we shall return.”

We don’t always “get” God, but what we 
do know is that in our Baptism, we are 
made heirs of all the treasures of heaven 
won for us on the cross of Calvary. We 
remember that our God was not silent, 
but from the cross, He cried out in our 
place: “It is finished.” God’s answer for 
all our questions is the cross of Good 
Friday and the empty tomb of Easter.

God bless you as you journey this Lent 
with faith marked by trust in the cru-
cified and ascended Lord. Why can we 
trust the Word of Jesus? Because Jesus 
promises that we can. God’s Word — a 
Word that is trustworthy and true (Rev. 
21:5).

May God enrich your faith and life this 
Lenten season as we move toward the 
cross, and to the joyous celebration of 
the bodily resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead on Easter morning.

Yankton Zone 
report

Can you believe it?

During the Christian Life Workshop 
held at Concordia, Vermillion, last 
spring to celebrate the LWML’s 75th 
anniversary, each Yankton Zone society 
shared interesting facts about their his-
tory. Since that time, other interesting 
facts have become available. The Rev. 
Paul Ablers, Concordia pastor, pre-
sented “Freedoms, Options and Faith: 
Remaining Faithful to God’s Word amid 
the Newfound Freedoms of College.”

Our Fall Rally was held at St. John’s, 
Wagner, with Deaconess Intern Andra 
Gates presenting the topic “What’s 
In a Name? Jesus: The Name Above 
All Names.” A report on the national 
convention in Albuquerque in June was 
given by Gary and Andra Gates, with 
comments by Florence Powers.

The 2018 district convention in Sioux 
Falls is being planned and our societies 
are excited about attending. In 2020, 
the district convention will be hosted 
by the Yankton Zone. We are praying to 
see many of you there.

Florence Powers
Yankton Zone president

Rev. Joshua  
Baumann
LWML District  
Counselor
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Prayer 
requests

MARCHEss ay Co n t E s t

March 4: Pray for widows and widowers, that the Lord grant 
them visitation in their loneliness.

March 11: Pray for those in nursing homes, that they 
receive the help and care they need. 

March 18: Pray for the aged, that as their strength fails, 
they have the humility to receive the help they need.

March 25: Pray for caregivers, that they faithfully serve as 
the Lord’s hands to those in need of care.

Lutherans For Life of 
South Dakota, Inc. is 
encouraging everyone to 
join us in prayer with a 
specific topic each week. 
Each month we will list 
a suggested subject of 
prayer.

Often, the issue of abortion seems so 
daunting, so discouraging, so controver-
sial that Christians are tempted to shrug 
their shoulders, turn their backs and re-
main silent. We pretend that it isn’t hap-
pening, ignore that souls are being lost 
daily all across the country, in our state, 
possibly even in our hometown. We feel 
like there is nothing that we could do 
to make a difference, so we do not do 
anything at all. And that is exactly what 
the devil wants us to do — nothing at all. 
But there is something we can do, and it 
does make a difference.

40 Days for Life is a peaceful prayer vigil 
in front of abortion providers all day for 
40 straight days. In South Dakota, there 
is only one provider — Planned Parent-
hood in Sioux Falls. Participants stand 
and pray outside of the building for one 
hour to be a peaceful witness for life in 
contrast to the culture of death inside. 

Many people walking or driving by 
might not even realize that abortions 
take place at that facility. Volunteers of-
fer up prayers and petitions for the end 
of abortion, conversion of those working 
there, a change of heart and mind for 
patients with appointments scheduled, 
hope and help for women experiencing 
unexpected pregnancy, and hope and 
healing for those affected by abortion. 
It is a simple step, a minimal time 
commitment and it is doing something 
that makes a difference — changing 
hearts and minds and saving babies, all 
of which has been confirmed to have 
happened since 40 Days for Life began 
in 2007.

Standing outside a building in prayer 
will take you out of your comfort zone, 
and it might be a bit of a sacrifice de-
pending on the weather. You may won-
der what affect your presence and your 
prayers have, if any. Perhaps we will not 
know these answers until we get to heav-
en. But by participating, as you hope to 
be a blessing, you will find, as those from 
Living Word Free Lutheran Church, 
Sioux Falls, did, that you will be blessed 
by that one hour on the sidewalk!

The spring campaign for 40 Days for 
Life runs during Lent in Sioux Falls, 

from Feb. 14 through March 25. Please 
contact Cheran Wynstra at  
ckwynstra@yahoo.com or 701-630-
2607 for more information, to register 
your congregation to fill a day, and for 
prayer resources. 

Students in grades 6-12 are encour-
aged to submit an essay on life issues 
to Lutherans For Life of South Dakota. 
Cash prizes will be awarded for first 
and second place in two grade cate-
gories.

For more information, visit lutherans 
forlifesd.org, or email jjohns8@yahoo.
com. Entries must be submitted by 
April 1.

Take part in 40 Days for Life

Creation
“LFL cares about creation because it has an 
impact on the life issues of our time.

“First and foremost, it means that the preborn 
are precious in God’s eyes. We are to value 
and protect that life.

“The psalmist tells us in Psalm 139 that 
God saw you and knew you even before you 
‘looked’ like a baby.

“From the moment of conception, you were 
a human life who God created and for whom 
Jesus died.”

Ed Szeto, former LFL director of Outreach

Family living
“Fathers love life when they model chivalry, 
fidelity, courage, character, and servant-style 
leadership.

“Mothers love life when they model purity, 
virtue, homemaking, hospitality, and relation-
ship-building.

“The Church loves life when she offers prac-
tical solutions for problems of life and models 
repentance and reconciliation.

“Grandparents love life when they pass on 
stories of faith!”

Linda D Bartlett, former LFL president

Wo r d s o f Wi s d o m
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NATIVE AMERICAN MINISTRY

T
here were many great times shared in December on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation. The second and third Sundays were spent 
preparing for and celebrating Christ’s birth. Some of the chil-

dren were proud to volunteer to take part in the worship service 
by placing a wood figure from the Nativity on the table, as the Rev. 
Albert Sutton, who serves as district missionary to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation, read from Luke 2 and Matthew 2. 

A blessed Christmas 
at Pine Ridge

It was quiet and filled with 
peace as Sutton gave the bless-
ed Christmas message. Nearly 
80 people got to hear the 
Gospel message and the lesson 
of the first Christmas — Jesus 
came as the Light of the World. 
Jeff and Diane Falin sang the 
table prayer to the tune of “The 
First Noel.” 

Everyone enjoyed a delicious 
meal of fried chicken, pickles 
and a choice of apple, cherry 
or pecan pie. After the meal, 
there were gifts for everyone. 
Gifts and food were provided 
by a Thrivent Financial Action 
Team grant. Warm hats and 
gloves were donated by the 
members of St. Paul, Spearfish. 

A family whose children attend 
Zion Lutheran School, Rapid 
City, showed much love as they 
gave of their time to put togeth-
er 50 bags with fruit, candy and 
nuts. The Porcupine children 
loved receiving these gifts and 
as you can tell from some of 
the pictures, the big, delicious 
apples were just too tempting 
to resist.

Giving gifts also gives remind-
ers of the first and very best 
Christmas gift, given by our 
loving God, His very son  
Jesus, who came to pay for the 
sins of the world. God’s peace 
and love be with you through 
2018. 

The Porcupine Mission Team

Fried chicken, pie, gifts and the 
Gospel are abundantly given
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts
for the 12 months ending Jan. 14, 2018, compared to the 12 months ending Jan. 14, 2017

City, Congregation Comm.   2017  12 months  12 months      Avg/Per      Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2017  2016   2017          2016 City, Congregation Comm.   2017  12 months  12 months      Avg/Per      Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2017  2016   2017          2016

Circuit A — Aberdeen 
Aberdeen, Our Savior  328  5,000  7,772  7,433  23.70  22.66 
Aberdeen, St. John   86  12,000  15,791  17,254  183.62  200.63 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  838  42,000  46,393  43,025  55.36  51.34 
Andover, Zion  106  –  1,220  2,281  11.51  21.52 
Britton, St. John  152  6,000  6,525  6,000  42.93  39.47 
Columbia, St. John  103  7,300  7,445  8,605  72.28  83.54 
Cresbard, Concordia  54  2,000  3,940  6,551  72.96  121.31 
Ferney, St. Paul  164  4,000  4,000  4,000  24.39  24.39 
Groton, St. John  298  15,000  19,790  20,000  66.41  67.11 
Leola, St. Paul  71  500  945  800  13.31  11.27 
Mansfield, Trinity  272  23,500  26,550  26,734  97.61  98.29 
Stratford, St. Paul  48  4,000  4,000  4,000  83.33  83.33 
Wecota, Immanuel  83  6,475  9,774  17,800  117.76  214.46 
Circuit A Totals  2,603  $127,775  $154,145  $164,483  59.22  63.19

Circuit B — Watertown
Aurora, First English  32  1,500  2,199  1,986  68.72  62.06
Brookings, Mount Calvary  354  30,000  33,491  28,205  94.61  79.68 
Brookings, Peace  212  –  5,262  6,405  24.82  30.21 
Corona, Trinity  145  2,000  3,739  3,550  25.79  24.48 
Flandreau, Redeemer  41  3,000  3,000  3,000  73.17  73.17 
Milbank, Bethlehem  63  500  650  624  10.32  9.90 
Milbank, Emanuel  882  32,000  26,630  24,441  30.19  27.71 
Revillo, St. John  131  8,000  9,015  9,068  68.82  69.22 
Sisseton, Emanuel  161  4,400  3,091  4,450  19.20  27.64 
Watertown, Mount Olive  373  28,840  29,360  28,850  78.71  77.35 
Waubay, Zion  118  2,400  4,495  5,041  38.09  42.72 
White, Zion  99  3,500  4,101  3,556  41.42  35.92 
Wilmot, Our Savior  164  4,500  5,372  3,734  32.76  22.77 
Circuit B Totals  2,775  $120,640  $130,405  $122,910  46.99  44.29

Circuit C — Pierre
Blunt, Trinity  38  –  2,000  1,500  52.63  39.47 
Draper, St. Paul  22  –  500  2,100  22.73  95.45 
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  240  –  4,518  6,500  18.83  27.08 
Harrold, Immanuel  32  500  500  250  15.63  7.81 
Lebanon, Christ  16  –  785  180  49.06  11.25 
Midland, St. Peter  44  3,000  5,591  6,735  127.07  153.07 
Murdo, Messiah  84  3,000  3,000  1,691  35.71  20.13 
Norris, St. John  64  –  2,500  1,109  39.06  17.33 
Onida, Holy Cross  115  1,600  1,600  1,600  13.91  13.91 
Pierre, Faith  1,568  41,000  40,992  41,268  26.14  26.32 
Presho, Zion  95  1,400  1,400  1,400  14.74  14.74 
Reliance, Trinity  39  –  –     –     –     –   
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission –  –   1,390   1,728  –   –   
Seneca, St. Paul  0   –  –  424  –  –   
Circuit C Totals  2,357  $50,500  $64,776  $66,485  27.48  28.21

Circuit D — Huron
Doland, Redeemer  43  2,000  2,000  2,000  46.51  46.51 
Howard, St. John  117  –  –  3,400  –  29.06 
Huron, Mount Calvary  776  70,000  70,384  70,000  90.70  90.21 
Madison, Our Savior  324  2,500  3,704  3,135  11.43  9.68 
Redfield, Messiah  154  500  –  –  –  –   
Wessington Springs, Zion   79  650  650  650  8.23  8.23 
Wolsey, St. John  216  13,400  14,215  13,684  65.81  63.35 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  11  –  –  –  –  –   
Circuit D Totals  1,720  $89,050  $90,953  $92,869  52.88  53.99

Circuit E — Black Hills
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  410  –  12,000  12,000  29.27  29.27 
Creighton, Emmanuel  53  –  355  643  6.70  12.13 
Custer, Our Redeemer  201  –  6,000  9,991  29.85  49.71 
Deadwood, Grace  109  2,600  2,383  2,817  21.86  25.84 
Hill City, Our Savior  29  –  –  1,200  –  41.38 
Hot Springs, Bethesda  327  7,175  7,195  6,417  22.00  19.62 
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  644  –  12.88  –   
Rapid City, Bethlehem  474  26,877  24,637  29,415  51.98  62.06 
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  120  1,800  1,650  1,800  13.75  15.00 

Rapid City, Peace  495  20,000  21,827  22,409  44.09  45.27 
Rapid City, Zion  1,085  8,500  8,550  8,500  7.88  7.83 
Spearfish, St. Paul  360  40,000  40,000  37,324  111.11  103.68 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  38 600  1,155  728  30.39  19.16 
Wall, First, 214  2,100  2,100  2,100  9.81  9.81 
Circuit E Totals  3,965  $109,652  $128,496  $135,344  32.41  34.13

Circuit F — Mitchell
Armour, Redeemer  219  7,500  8,500  8,001  38.81  36.53 
Chamberlain, Zion  404  –  11,939  15,651  29.55  38.74 
Delmont, Zion  167  16,000  16,000  16,000  95.81  95.81 
Dimock, Immanuel  186  18,000  24,479  30,297  131.61  162.89 
Emery, St. Peter  72  6,000  6,554  3,855  91.03  53.54
Gregory, St. John  271  –  2,750  1,500  10.15  5.54 
Hamill, Zion  56  1,000  2,003  1,000  35.77  17.86 
Mitchell, Zion  720  29,350  29,340  29,350  40.75  40.76 
Parkston, Faith  198  –  10,000  10,000  50.51  50.51 
Plankinton, St. Paul  177  8,000  8,000  8,000  45.20  45.20 
Tripp, Emmaus  126  10,000  10,000  10,000  79.37  79.37 
White Lake, Trinity  124  8,000  9,920  9,590  80.00  77.34 
Winner, Christ  145  2,000  2,000  2,000  13.79  13.79 
Circuit F Totals  2,865  $105,850  $141,485  $145,244  49.38  50.70

Circuit G — Freeman
Alexandria, St. Martin  81  –   –  1,058  –   13.06 
Canistota, Zion  234  2,500   5,340  2,281  22.82   9.75 
Emery, St. John  51  –  1,200  1,000  23.53   19.61 
Freeman, St. Paul  276  9,000  10,094  10,903  36.57   39.50 
Hartford, Trinity  104  2,500  2,500  2,200  24.04   21.15 
Marion, Bethesda  65  –  2,500  –  38.46   –   
Menno, Immanuel  105  4,500  4,500  4,500  42.86   42.86 
Montrose, St. John  86  –  –  –  –   –   
Parker, First English  37  2,000  1,817  3,051  49.11   82.46 
Scotland, St. Paul  38  1,200  1,200  1,200  31.58   31.58 
Spencer, Trinity  71  –  2,000  2,165  28.17   30.49 
Wentworth, St. Peter  180  7,467  8,257  7,610  45.87   42.28 
Circuit G Totals  1,328  $29,167  $39,408  $35,968  29.67   27.08

Circuit H — Sioux Falls
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  320  13,200  12,100  13,200  37.81  41.25 
Sioux Falls, Christ  98  –  1,500  1,500  15.31  15.31 
Sioux Falls, Faith  579  42,000  42,000  42,000  72.54  72.54 
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  193  14,490  14,490  13,857  75.08  71.80 
Sioux Falls, Memorial  688  –  32,268  28,585  46.90  41.55 
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  378  22,700  18,917  22,700  50.04  60.05 
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  223  15,000  15,000  20,000  67.26  89.69 
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  36  –  –  –  –  –   
Sioux Falls, Zion  722  42,000  44,000  44,000  60.94  60.94 
Tea, Risen Savior  85  7,300  8,016  7,388  94.31  86.92 
Circuit H Totals  3,322  $156,690  $188,291  $193,230  56.68  58.17

Circuit I — Yankton
Alcester, Peace  123  3,000  4,261  4,119  34.64  33.49 
Avon, Zion  178  5,000  5,310  5,685  29.83  31.94 
Centerville, First English  99  2,000  2,321  2,445  23.44  24.70 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  155  24,601  27,743  27,020  178.99  174.32 
Fairfax, Trinity  71  4,000  4,000  4,000  56.34  56.34 
Hurley, Zion  40  2,600  2,600  2,800  65.00  70.00 
Springfield, Our Savior  27  100  100  100  3.70  3.70 
Tyndall, St. John  166  1,600  1,700  1,550  10.24  9.34 
Utica, Martinus  62  1,500  2,211  1,877  35.66  30.27 
Vermillion, Concordia  60  –  5,000  5,000  83.33  83.33 
Wagner, St. John  263  9,000  9,000  9,000  34.22  34.22 
Yankton, St. John  1,072  –  46,000  52,902  42.91  49.35 
Circuit I Totals  2,316  $53,401  $110,246  $116,498  47.60  50.30

GRAND TOTALS  23,251  $842,725  $1,048,205  $1,073,031  45.08  46.15 

Comm. Members: Communicant membership, as of Dec, 31, 2016 per LCMS Rosters and 
Statistics


